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United Nations Alliance of Civilizations Initiative
And the Role of the State of Qatar in Consolidating It

Prof. Naozid Abedul Rahman Alhiti
Consultant - Ministry of Foreign Affairs - State of Qatar

Abstract:

In its first section, the research paper deals with the United Nations
Alliance of Civilizations initiative as a tool of soft diplomacy, in terms
of the international circumstances and developments that led to
its establishment and the goals that the United Nations Alliance of
Civilizations (UNAQOC) seeks to achieve. It also includes a statement
of the institutional structure of the alliance, which consists of the United
Nations Secretariat for the Alliance of Civilizations and the group of
friends of the Alliance of Civilizations, consisting of 156 members (128
countries and 28 organizations and bodies). In addition, it deals with
the Trust Fund for the Alliance of Civilizations.

The paper also reviews the most important initiatives that the United
Nations Alliance of Civilizations implemented in its work program during
the past fifteen years, namely the Alliance of Civilizations Fellowship
Program, the Youth Solidarity Fund, and the Culture Innovation Award,
the Youth Peace Builders Initiative, and other initiatives that cover the
areas of the Alliance of Civilizations. (Education, youth, migration, and
media) represent these.

The second part of the paper highlights the activities and programs
undertaken by the State of Qatar to promote the United Nations Alliance
of Civilizations initiative, where the country developed its plan for the
Alliance of Civilizations (2018-2022). It also participated in hosting the
Nations Fellowship Program for the Alliance of Civilizations, in addition
to hosting the Fourth Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations in Doha in
2011, as well as the launch of the Qatar International Prize for Dialogue
of Civilizations in 2018, as well as providing financial support to the
Alliance in the amount of approximately (6) million dollars.
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seven propositions

Dr. Zouheir Soukah
Heinrich Heine Universit y- Dusseldorf, Germany

Abstract:

This article deals critically with the concept of “Dialogue Among
Civilizations”. It argues that the Dialogue Among Civilizations in its
current form does not achieve the desired goals. It remains - as a
cultural practice - in most of its historical stages of an elitist and
closed nature in a global reality witnessing several and continuous
crises. As a solution to this intercultural dilemma, the article proposes
the concept of “civilizations of dialogue”. It is an open invitation to
reconsider the nature and function of Dialogue Among Civilizations by
activating the critical dimension, which has been excluded in civilized
dialogue for decades.

Keywords: Dialogue Among Civilizations, Alliance of Civilizations,
Civilizations of Dialogue.
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From Acquaintance to Alliance
- A Study in Cultural Identities -

Dr. Abdullah ibrahim -
Abstract:

This study is based on hypothesizing that alliance of civilizations
shouldbe preceded by acquaintance of cultures followed by performing
an in-depth discussion among them, for there is no alliance without
acquaintance. Since cultures are symbolic systems associated with
meanings, feelings, thoughts, beliefs, customs and identities, they are
a humanistic joint qualified to be a base for communication and a
center for interaction among nations, no matter what their race, color
and beliefs are; this grew pressing after civilizations recently joined in
exchanging thoughts, knowledge and utility. Therefore, acquaintance
is a base for any alliance that achieves the high objectives of people,
placed at the head are urbanization, welfare, justice, security,
education, hygiene and individual and collective rights. These
objectives nowadays cast an exceptional value on alliance among
civilizations. The more nations are acquainted to one another, the more
conditions for alliance are met in order to face dangers like poverty,
extremism, violence, pandemics and insecurity.

In a world where civilizations, beliefs and races are diverse, culture
becomes the greatest common factor among the components that
form the identities of nations. Culture is the framework within which
all the components of the human existence melt, which means it is
the means that begins the process of acquainting, which facilitates
discussion in order to attain the main objective, namely alliance, and
in fact this is the axis around which relations among nations and
civilizations turn. Throughout this hard trip of common work between
nations, it is necessary to be cautious of extreme and totalitarian
thoughts, and observe the cultural peculiarities. It is also necessary to
curb violence by clearing up religions and customs from it, and to stir
conventional community in order to skip their stagnant conceptions
about themselves and about other human communities, thus they will
have a role in creating history.
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Consolidating the culture of civilized dialogue
A strategic bet for the State of Qatar towards
a peaceful coexistence between civilizations

Prof. Abdelkader Bakhosh
Head of the Department of Creed and Propagation
College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Qatar University

Abstract:

With the advent of the third millennium and in light of the rapid
technological developments, the awareness has grown that humanity
is on the cusp of a new stage approaching faster changes in the fields
of politics, economy, technology, communications and media. This
makes the dialogue among civilizations more than ever an urgent
requirement of mankind, and it cannot be excluded so that it can
dispense with cooperation, which is a form of dialogue and one of its
purposes.

And it became clear the global international trend to support
communication between different civilizations and to banish the specter
of conflicts, wars and ethnic cleansing. The General Assembly of the
United Nations declared in its sessions in 2001 the year of dialogue
of civilizations, and in this international declaration a clear indication,
symbol and great optimism that the current century will be a century
to bet on dialogue Civilizations as an international strategic option to
achieve security and stability.

This research deals with monitoring, following up and evaluating
the track record of Qatar’s efforts in dialogue among civilizations,
reflecting the country’s interest in the file of dialogue and the alliance
of civilizations as a strategic bet for the country’s internal and foreign
policy. There is hard work and an organized effort that touches all
educational, cultural, social and political sectors. This pioneering
experience has been greatly appreciated and widely accepted; for
its effective role in spreading the culture of peace and promoting the
values of tolerance and cooperation.
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