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Cultural and Social Diversity:
Challenges and Opportunities for Achieving
Peaceful Coexistence

Dr. Daham Mohammed Daham
Head of the Human Rights Division - University of Fallujah

Abstract:

political systems make the right investments in it. Such investments can
advance scientific progress, promote integration and peaceful coexistence,
and strengthen the principles of freedom and citizenship, while also reducing
intolerance and hatred Conversely, in unstable civilizations, diversity often
becomes a source of dominance, exclusion, and conflict. The state’s ability
to manage this diversity-along with its historical and economic context, the
regional and global environment, and the management of resources, which,
if mishandled, may become conflict hotspots that threaten national security-
plays a crucial role in reconciling diversity with stability.
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43. Md. Tawhidul Islam, Maria Hussain, Khan Orthy, cultural diversity and peaceful coexistence: A reflection on

some selective schools’ textbooks, Social Science Review, No 37, University of Dhaka, November 2021, p. p: 59-86.

33 aljlmall wilai dlao
£ 2025 pliy - gualwll 3=l




alyig alwljall

paid JMS e dylay) nclainl Jnlgi GlSub elig ggiill jlafiwl .4
L) Sldla e aaiall ulily Bl g bl lsall Lokl olssSall
o9 lelay abal) Lulailly Lelaayl LLadll ahide o dafids
Oobias pgisS 8350 Labsll oluad il oy dvis alSST o lislins
Lol el eluadall il Loall by lead) ol 3oLl daels 848
Lwbiw olallae 5l lubw #1781 5 il Lo Sall loliwll (aa
S Lladl ge daly lglay Glal) Lladll s Leldal o
L8l dpsanilly &3a3 ) Lladlly auslol) aes oo Lajlaitul ca
claill paumd Sl dusboll oblaglly dndll JleedIS daelaial
3578 claie purwlly dafide 280 Syl oo Libsll oluadall
oy AdlA s SLald (e 0L G Juolsilly Jelanl) puis colad Baay
Sblasel olhube G¥b pe Was (Jualsill lilge de d,la] 33g2]
Sleloatl jan slely oliwbios NS (o slaiadl ol Y e L6
Lot suuy «Laiivsll agilolly agionkls agslisly agials agusliss dusyl
Aol Loy ASIY slgiall o sa3 duibey pSlsly pilss Llusls e
(LI Sy olasilly LY df sl I

ch&.?ﬁla SLEN g o353l agun ¥ :a1alnidMIl gajoall 21wgi ¢na ggiill jga .5
Sedad o dany il coulaad) gsiall o Galailly HLEWY) 3285 3
duod Ly 3l ponll Ll (o il aaugly ulalidyl sall
Lelainy) oball Galide 3ledl ol W sy 3o guilly zluyly glad
JSYI T oSl Jlae & o lS0ald Zatial) 5133 Lualil IS i) Quiliss Eas
i oSl duelaialy L8l blally Glsd aiay las Gudll)

Jgaaall dlalailg Lligygs azily dliclai danlga (na adaall daaclill (ingsll drclaisVl algguall (Juls aale 44
auagiall agaly (@Ml ayls 4 saell 34 alaall il ayls Ggay dlaa (awbuhi awlys) laiglela gai gopnall
35 a 2023 piliy -gli ggils

45. David Deady, 9 Companies Around the World That Are Embracing Diversity in a BIG Way, 14th Aug. 2020, by:

https://www.socialtalent.com

aljlsall wilai dlao | 34

2025 pliy - gualwll 3=l




alyig alwljall

JNal S 205y Quslins L1 & pelially oISl ol Mie JSYI Jlas
aclhoy oS8 coel saaill ol¥sh 35 Loyl & delull olilall
Sy (JSY Jlae @ AS0usShy Liadlwily Luigh wllladl 31l Slas
L Gladwl oyl Clasdly ssbially saigll g ludl Jio Gl
50503 dl dsalls olesSall T L Wey 0Lkl Ll o il
Slainadl e Lelaialy Lolas degiill anlllly Ghlll o duwill 530
Juazal Gl iy @ dabuwd) Jiadty dlaladl g8l o)lsell Jobill
ol Mo wigh o Lals dabide 3T bl § culblally cran 3l
3 edal) oluad) st sty peiS Jio Ghlie @ daluwll aadd
Cran Fas Crm b s3IS (65T & s 3hlie n (pas3 JiedS o
B lat @ i LS 7)1l oy Tustas T les 3l Las (dous Jlasy
Goadl oo Ll (A il Yol Hleiied Qia JolaS g guill Caalass
292l aiat LI Ghlie (aas @olS 3] Loy Losedl of coall of
O oS LS 00,830 o il deulslls LelSn Saaluy o1l
oo Yoole (saliaidyl o(Sll adlss (2 5ealy Leaiill sadady St ¢ sSy
agad S UL Gasy § ol el cadasy Sl Gaiad Jelse
ASLEy 48 ,al) olegandl o aylsll Je Ludliy LLatwl auey Lol o
rooline a3y ,aal e eladlly Joall ge cplblall Ji5as ol dus
ol psill adds 3 o ehaall ol Lelaial oloas asuiiy Lelio

(4908500l plasadly Cpkall sas Cluall g 535 Julasg
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1. Elvira Martini, Social cohesion and innovation: increasing resilience, International
Conference of Territorial Intelligence" Vulnerabilities and Resilience between
Local and Global", Salerno, ltaly. 4th - 7th Jun 2012.

2. Duncan Wilson, Minority Rights in Education, Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency ( Sida ), Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Stockholm, Sweden,
December 2002.

3. Steven Vertovec and Susanne Wessendorf, Migration and Cultural, Religious
and Linguistic Diversity in Europe: An overview of issues and trends, Centre on
Migration, Policy and Society (COMPAS), University of Oxford, December 2004.

— Sciences researches:

1. Burt, Callie. "Racial Discrimination, Ethnic-Racial Socialization, and Crime: A
Micro-sociological Model of Risk and Resilience." PubMed Central, 19 Sept. 2013,
https://pmc.ncbi.nim.nih.gov.

2. Lu, Zeqi. "The Role of Diversity in Economic Prosperity." International Journal of

Social Science and Humanity, vol. 11, no. 1, Feb. 2021.

3. "Reflection on Some Selective Schools Textbooks." Social Science Review, no. 37,

University of Dhaka, Nov. 2021, pp. 59-[unspecified].

4. Sambanis, Nicholas, et al. "Nation-Building through War." American Political

Science Review, vol. 109, no. 2, Yale University, May 2015.

5. Smith, Williamson. "Impact of Political Instability on Social Development."
International Journal of Humanity and Social Sciences, vol. 3, no. 2, University of
Lagos, 2024.
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The Effects of Artificial Intelligence
on the Alliance of Civilizations
(Positive and Negative)

Dr. Hanan Nayef Malaeb
Legal Expert, Legal Affairs Department, Ministry of Forgien Affairs, State of Qatar
Email: hanan_malaeb@hotmail.com

Abstract:

In an increasingly interconnected and diverse world, the "Alliance of
Civilizations" has emerged as an international initiative seeking to promote
understanding and dialogue between diverse cultures and religions. At the
same time, the world has witnessed astonishing developments in the field of
"Artificial Intelligence- Al", which has begun to profoundly impact all aspects
of life, including the Alliance of Civilizations.

In this research, we aimed to demonstrate how Artificial Intelligence
impacts the Alliance of Civilizations, to determine whether it contributes to
convergence or divergence among them. We discovered that the effects of
this intelligence on the Alliance of Civilizations are intertwined and can be
viewed from multiple perspectives, both positive and negative. Al has the
potential to either enhance or hinder the mission of the Alliance of Civilizations,
depending on how it is developed and used. Although there are significant
negatives of this intelligence, it will transform the way different groups
communicate and contribute to a new and comprehensive understanding of

social development.
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The Role of Women in Promoting the Objectives of the
United Nations Alliance of Civilizations Initiative

"A Case Study of Sheikha Moza bint Nasser"

Dr. Hind Al Hammadi Dr. Nabil Al-Murayri
Professor at Community College -Doha Senior Researcher and Journalist,
Qatar News Agency

Abstract:

The “Alliance of Civilizations” represents one of the key international initiatives
aimed at bridging cultural and religious divides and promoting mutual understanding
among diverse civilizations. Education, media, youth, migration, and women as
mediators of peace are among the core pillars upon which the Alliance relies to build

bridges of communication and foster values of tolerance, openness, and peace.

This study highlights the significance of the female role in peace building, focusing
on the exemplary model of Sheikha Moza bint Nasser - one of the most prominent
Qatari and Arab figures in this field. The research is grounded in the perspective
adopted by the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, which places the empowerment
of women and the enhancement of their participation in peace efforts as key priorities

in fostering mutual understanding and cooperation among nations.

Within this framework, the research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology
to examine the role of Sheikha Moza bint Nasser in advancing the objectives of the
United Nations Alliance of Civilizations. It explores her strategic use of soft power,
education, the empowerment of youth and women, and social reform-particularly in

regions affected by conflict and insecurity.

The importance of this research lies in its demonstration of how female leadership,
especially in the Arab world, can serve as a powerful agent of positive change
at both the local and global levels. It highlights women’s capacity to drive human
development across social, economic, cultural, educational, and health dimensions
- helping affected populations move toward lives of dignity and peace, openness to
the world, and contributions to global civilization. The research offers an inspiring
framework upon which future initiatives can be built to enhance the presence and

impact of women in these vital fields.
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Alliance of Civilizations..
A specialized annual scientific periodical issued

Message:

A leading journal in the field of scientific research on the alliance
and dialogue of civilizations, a distinguished platform for serving the
human community by promoting the culture of peaceful coexistence
based on highlighting the common grounds between civilizations
and cultures, and a real window of research that contributes to the
development of open and positive thinking, refining the open-minded
human personality, promoting global citizenship, and emphasizing
the values of tolerance, peace and solidarity among peoples.

Objectives:
The journal seeks to:

e Contribute to presenting visions and handling of various issues
of the dialogue of civilizations and cultural diversity of the human
community by focusing the attention of the journal in related fields.

e Spreadawareness free fromreduction expressions and stereotypical
judgments, call for openness, dialogue and convergence, and
build bridges of acquaintance between civilizations and cultures.

e Disseminate research and serious studies aimed at analyzing and
researching issues related to the contents and applications of the
alliance of civilizations and introducing the pioneering experiences
in this field.

e Provide a platform for communication with interested parties and
establish constructive dialogues that would strengthen intellectual
ties that can strengthen intellectual links, spread scientific culture
between Arab and foreign researchers, and create a meaningful
scientific communication between them.

e Publish reviews of scientific books specializing in the dialogue of
civilizations and cultural pluralism issued by renowned research
and studies centers and publishing houses.

e Publish the follow-ups of international scientific conferences related
to the topics of the alliance of civilizations, civilization dialogues
and cultural pluralism, in order to make them known to concerned
researchers and relevant circles.
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Journal sections

Studies and Researches:

The magazine welcomes the studies and researchers of researchers
and experts in both Arabic and English, on the following conditions:

e They are original and objective, and deal with their subject mattes
relatively in depth andin detail, and not previously published on

e paper or electronically.

e They address the issues of important dimensions in the efforts
made at the global and Arab levels in the fields of the four areas of
the civilizations alliance (education, youth, migration, the media),
especially the topics with contents that aim to enhance cultural
dialogue and cultural diversity.

e They are keen to apply objective and accurate presentation
methodologies, supported by accurate data, information, evidence
and adequate sources and references.

e They are linguistically accurate, with words ranging between 6000
and 8000, including margins and sources, and are submitted in
printed form.

Reports:

The magazine also publishes reports on symposiums, scientific
conferences and workshops organized by the National Committee for
the Alliance of Civilizations or national, Arab or international institutions.
These reports of 1.500 words each explain the objectives and themes
of the function and gives brief accounts of the most important scientific
papers and recommendations presented in them, alongside with the
title, place and date of each function.

Presentation of university theses:

This section provides a brief presentation of one of the distinguished
master's degree theses that were discussed within the master’s
degree program of the dialogue of civilizations and religions, provided
that its selection is coordinated with the professor of the Dialogue
of Civilizations Chair at Qatar University, and that the theses was
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discussed in the last two years. The presentation must deal with
the most prominent contents of the thesis and the findings of the
researcher, and must not exceed 1500 words.

Book Review:

The magazine gives way to the publication of reviews of recently
published books, especially important international ones. The review
or presentation should be a comprehensive synopsis of the main
ideas of the book in no more than 1,000 words, with a picture of cover
and the following basic data of the book:

¢ The title of the book.
e Date of publication and name of publishers.
e Number of pages.

e |nternational Standard Book Number “ISBN”.

The rules of publication in the Journal

of the Alliance of Civilizations:

The journal accepts researches and studies from different schools of
thought. Publication criterion is objectivity, adherence to an accurate
scientific methodology in preparing and writing researches, and a
length of 6000 to 8000 words.

e The journal publishes up to two years old 1500-word reviews and
presentations of books and up to three years old summaries of
university theses.

e The magazine publishes reports of no more than 1.500 words on
conferences, seminars and scientific forums held inside and outside
the State of Qatar on topics related to the alliance of civilizations.

e The journal accepts researches in both Arabic and English. In the
case of research written in English, an Arabic language abstract of
it of up to 600 words must be attached.

e The researcher submits a written declaration that the research has
not been published or accepted for publication by another entity.

e Notes (margins), citation sources, and references are referred to by
serial numbers written on top of the last letter of the paragraph or

8 Journal of Alliance of Civilizations
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sentence or word (Superscript) at the end of the paper, according to
the sequence of numbering. The details of sources and references
are given in accordance with the special style of sectioning of
Chicago University as shown in the following examples:

- Books: Salah Hashem, Justice and Civil Society, (Cairo: The
Egyptian Book Authority, 2006), p.140.

- Magazines: Noha al Jabali, The Economic Effects of the Kyoto
Protocol, Journal of International Politics, Issue 145 (Al Ahram:
Center for Political and Strategic Studies, July 2011), p. 200.

- Reports: Arab Forum for Environment: Development and Green
Economy in a Changing World (Beirut: 2020), p. 21.

The journal is committed to evaluate, through two arbitrators of
scientific standing in the field of respective specialization, all
contributions, and the researcher shall be notified of the outcome
of arbitration within two months from the date of its receipt.
Contributions that the journal does not publish shall not be returned
to the author.

In the event that a research is accepted for publication, the
researcher shall be committed to amend it in a manner consistent
with the arbitrators’ proposals and accept the method of publication
in the journal.

The journal gives a financial reward decided by the editorial board
for researches and published materials.

The researcher shall receive two copies of the issue of the journal
in which his/her research is published.

Researches and studies are sent to the editor-in-chief through the
e-mail to the following address:

aalsada@mofa.gov.qa
nalhiti@mofa.gov.qa

Contact:
Amb. Abdullah Ahmed Al Sada: 40111883
Prof. Nozaid Abdulrahman Al Hiti: 40111880
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We are pleased to present to the esteemed reader the sixth issue
of the Alliance of Civilizations Journal, which aims to publish solid
research and studies that analyze and address issues related to
the content and applications of the Alliance of Civilizations. It also
calls for openness, dialogue, and convergence, as well as building
bridges of understanding and cultures among civilizations and
cultures. Furthermore, it provides a platform for communication
with those interested in the topics of dialogue and the Alliance of
Civilizations, and for disseminating scientific knowledge among
researchers across cultures.

In this issue, a set of studies and research papers in both Arabic
and English has been published. The first paper discusses “Cultural
and Social Diversity: Challenges and Opportunities for Achieving
Peaceful Coexistence”, the second is titled “The Impacts of Artificial
Intelligence on the Alliance of Civilizations”. The third addresses “ The
Role of Women in Advancing the UN Alliance of Civilizations Initiative:
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser as a Model”.

In the English part of the Journal, two papers were published, the
first entitled “Contemporary Civilizational Debate: Towards a New
Perspective of One Civilization for One World”. While the second was
under the title “The Role of Translation in the Intercultural Dialogue”.

The issue also included a report on the activities of the conference
“‘Andalusian Legacy Conference: The Rise and Contemporary
Transformations”, which was organized within the framework of the
Civilizational Diplomacy Project by ISESCO Chair for Dialogue of
Civilizations in Qatar University, in cooperation with the Euro-Arab
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master’s thesis in religions and dialogue of civilizations titled “Critical
Approaches to the Theory of the Clash of Civilizations in the Islamic
Context”, submitted by student Hamda Muftah Issa Al-Tamimi.

Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Ahmed Bin Hassan Al-Hammadi
Secretary General of Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Chairman of Qatar Committee for the Alliance of Civilizations
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Contemporary Civilizational Controversy:
Towards a New Perspective of One
Civilization for One World

Prof. Dr. Abdelmadjid AMRANI

- Former Director of Laboratory Research of Dialogue
Among Civilizations and Globalization (2003-2022).

- Former Dean of The Faculty of Arts and Humanities (1999-2010)
University of Batna 1 — Algeria.

- www.amrani-aocd.org

Abstract:

In the context of globalization and the current information revolution
that has exceeded all expectations, “One Civilization for One World”
aims to shed light on historical stages, emphasizing conflict, clash,
dialogue, and highlighting future predictions for the idea of a dialogue
of civilizations, which was adopted by the United Nations in 2001.
Indeed, the call to one civilization for one world has been the subject
of many critical discussions. However, in this study, | will discuss three
main points: First, the contemporary civilizational debate. Second, the
basic foundation for the call for one civilization for one world. Third,
towards a new perspective for one civilization for one world.
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Introduction:

The most important thing brought by the new civilizational
renaissance of humanity is the global information society, development,
creativity and innovation, thanks to the information revolution and the
civilization of globalization, the problem of democracy and the major
challenges: from dialogue to the alliance of civilizations, which is
considered one of the contemporary approaches and positive ways
that achieve security and peace in the world in light of the new futures
and wishing for a distant vision for the “future hope project” that calls
for one civilization for one world in our realistic philosophy.

Despite the fact that the United Nations has adopted 2001 as the
Year of Dialogue among Civilizations, this year is not the real beginning
of the dialogue of civilizations, nor is it the eternal end, but rather an
extension of the project for the future of humanity, which is directed
towards a new perspective to strengthen, development and renew
the idea of dialogue of civilizations and cultures in the light of major
changes and transformations, and the emergence of new concepts at
the beginning of the third millennium.

It is concerned with future developments and predictions for
the end of major conflicts and the beginning of the new history of
the philosophy of coexistence of civilizations and cultures and the
promotion of the concept of interfaith dialogue in order to ensure the
future of humanity. Additionally, to renew the call for a comprehensive
intellectual enlightenment renaissance to unveil the various cultural
and civilizational variables of human societies in this universe. Thanks
to the revolution of philosophy on the one hand and the information
revolution on the other.

The questions arise here: What is the fate of Man under the
philosophy of coexistence of civilizations beyond ideology? Are we
predicting a new ideology of new history in the light of the new future
world civilization?

To what extent does the idea of philosophical futurism contribute to
the building of a single civilization?

Journal of Alliance of Civilizations = 15
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- Why not for the alternative of one civilization?

Before this, the classic question posed here and common to
everyone: What do we mean by civilization?

Before answering these questions, we selected the following
keywords: Conflict and clash. Dialogue and alliance of civilizations.
Globalization and the information revolution. Human rapprochement
and harmony. Peace and peaceful coexistence.

1. Contemporary Civilizational Debate:

Although civilization simply means living in urbanization, which is
the last stage of human development and manifestations of scientific,
technical, artistic, literary and social advancement. However()),
our civilization is unlike nomadism, and the closest definition that
is circulating in our societies for the concept of “civilization” is of
the scholar Ibn Khaldun, which is still of interest and discussion by
researchers and those interested in our time, where: a difference in
its introduction between Bedouin urbanism and urban urbanism,..
If nomadism is the origin of civilization, then civilization is the end of
nomadism and the end of urbanization. This actually includes the
conditions of both primitive and civilized societies(@).

We conclude from these different definitions of civilization, its
diverse philosophy, heritage history, and artistic, literary and urban
construction contributed to the development and strengthening of
cultural communication between human societies. However, it did not
pay attention to the idea of historical process later defined by the thinker
Francis Fukuyama in his new thesis “The End of History and the Last
Man” 1992, at the end of the twentieth century, where he put forward
the following: “We should not look at history as merely a succession of
different civilizations or material levels of achievement, but also as a
sequence of images. The different awareness of the way humans think

1. Awuejam Alwasit.V1.(Cairo : Alshorouk.IL,2005) p. 181.1t should be pointed out that all the translations in
this study is a Private translations.

2. Jamil Saliba, The Philosophical Dictionary, vol. 1, (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-Liban, 1979), pp. 475-476.
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about fundamental questions of right or wrong, or satisfaction with the
activities you find and their beliefs, and the evolution of the world as a
whole, has fundamentally changed over time”(3),

The question is: Did human civilization benefit from the golden age
of Islamic civilization later?

One of the most important outcomes that resulted and achieved
from the Islamic conquests as a result of the extension of the
geographical area of Islamic countries from the Arab Gulf and the
Shatt al-Arab to the Atlantic Ocean and the emergence of scientists,
thinkers and philosophers “Great Muslims” who were able to influence
human thought in building human civilization later, such as Al-Jahiz,
Al-Biruni, Al-Khwarizmi, who is considered the founder of algebra, Ibn
al-Nafis in medicine (the discovery of blood circulation), Al-Kindi, the
first philosopher, Ibn Tufail, the teacher of Ibn Rushd, Ibn Sina, Al-
Farabi, Al-Razi and others...

These are some examples of the concept of Islamic civilization
and its effective contribution to human history in general and the West
in particular, but the consequences later are that the domination of
Western civilization over other civilizations is still the a subject of interest
and discussion by those interested and specialists to this day, because
it firmly believes in the Western central references represented in:

1. The philosophical reference is represented in Greek thought, which
is the main fountain of all philosophies that came later.

2. The religious authority represented in Judaism and Christianity

3. Theliterary and theatrical reference is represented in Latin literature,
where Aristotle is considered in particular the ideal model in literary
knowledge and ontology.

4. The moral reference is represented in the philosophy of pleasure,
where Western civilization is concerned with the self and its instincts,

3. Francis Fukuyama, The End of History and the Last Man , translated by Hussein Ahmed Amin (Cairo: Al-
Ahram Foundation, 1993), p. 76.
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and this philosophy was embodied in Epicurus’s Greece on
existential philosophy in modern and contemporary philosophical
thought.

5. The aesthetic reference is represented in the aesthetics of the
material as embodied by Greek and Roman sculpture, where the
so-called “Supreme Man” is still captive to his admiration for Greek
and Roman statues despite the artistic and intellectual creativity
and innovations that later appeared in the form of different schools.

This leads us to what Roger Garoudi (2012-1913) the French
philosopher went to in his book “Dialogue of Civilizations” in
his presentation of the problem of openness and recognition of
other world civilizations. He believes that transcendent Western
civilizations are enough of pride, greatness and arrogance to spread
their culture based on colonialism and imposed democracy, and not
to claim perfection for themselves in order to cancel the culture of
other civilizations, as he believes that the West must reconsider and
care about itself and its relationship with the other, and recognition
here is an evidence of civilization, and therefore confirms that:
“Fundamentally, we must learn from other civilizations the true
meaning of the relationship of human participation, which finds itself
in every activity carrying out the burden of a responsible society. Non-
Western civilizations have learned, first of all, that the individual is not
the center of everything, and that their greatest merit is because they
make us discover the other and each other without a constructed
idea that guarantees competition and control(4).

This affects the future of the ethical and behavioral values of the
cultures of the growing societies as well as the culture of interfaith-
dialogue and civilizations in shaping the future. This is the result of
the great communication revolution brought about by the new era of
globalization.

4. Roger Garaudy, Dialogue of Civilizations, translated by Adel Al-Awa, (Beirut: Oueidat Publications, 1979),
pp. 190-191.
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Despite the continuous information and technological revolution,
the era of globalization, the transformation into a “knowledge society”
and the emergence of a new model in the “global information society”.
This prompted some to say the discovery of the new world and the
unknown human continent and what the realism of the new Man should
be “under one civilization. The policy of the information society will
inevitably push philosophy to revive moral, religious, democratic values,
mental studies in general, and applied philosophy that is concerned
with studying the problems posed by contemporary sciences such as
“Genetic engineering” and “ethics of life”, with the emergence of the
new philosophy, namely “feminist philosophy” in particular(®).

Before this and that, the following questions arise: What do we mean
by the concepts of civilization in our new perspective? And how do we
imagine their civilization in our philosophy? To what extent does this
human rapprochement contribute to the idea of a single civilization”?

It should be pointed out that civilization has several definitions
and concepts, but civilization in its broad and comprehensive sense
means everything that distinguishes one nation from another or society
in terms of customs, traditions, morals, religious values, ways and way
of living.

This leads us to ask the question: To what extent has Islamic
civilization contributed to building world civilizations?

In fact, Islamic civilization has a high position among the major
civilizations that appeared in the history of mankind and passed
through fundamental stages and was able to influence other world
civilizations, as the French historian Gustave le bon (1841-1931) says.
In this context: “We do not see in history a nation with such a prominent
impact as the Arabs, as all the nations with which the Arabs came
into contact embraced their civilization, even for a while”®). Islamic

5. A group of authors, The Future of Philosophy in the Twenty-first Century, edited by Eliver Lehman,
translated by: Mustafa Mahmoud, (Kuwait: The World of Knowledge, No. 301, 2004), p. 261.

6. Gustave Le Bon, Arab Civilization, translated by Adel Zuaiter,(York house :F.Hindawi,2013) p. 19.
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civilization has many characteristics that distinguish it from other
civilizations, the most important of which are:

1. Faith: It is a civilization of faith and monotheism that emerged from
the Islamic faith and started from faith in the one and only God.

2. The universality and comprehensiveness of Islam: that is, it is not
linked to a specific geographical region, human race or a specific
historical stage, and it is a message to all peoples and nations.

3. Quoted civilization: It is the civilization of resurrection and revival, i.e.
it had taken from the civilizations and human cultures that preceded
it. It had focused on various areas of sciences and knowledge,
which enabled it to contribute to humanity.

As a result of our mental and intellectual perception of the set of
new concepts produced by the era of globalization in our time, which
affected our civilizational philosophy in one way or another, including:

1. The philosophical thesis of Francis Fukuyama, in which he glorifies
the triumph of free liberal democracy at the beginning of the nineties
of the last century in the book “The End of History and the Last
Man” (1992).

2. The philosophical thesis of Samuel Huntington, who predicted the
new conflict between Western civilization and Islamic civilization in
his article “The Clash of Civilizations”.

3. The idea of dialogue of civilizations presented by Mohammad
Khatami to the United Nations and adopted in 2001 as the year of
“Dialogue of Civilizations”, as we believe that this year is not the
beginning and is not the end, but rather an extension of the project
for the future of humanity in light of the transition to a “ Global
Information Society”.

4. The idea of the Alliance of Civilizations, which was put forward by
Spain in 2005 to the United Nations and later adopted by Turkey and
Qatar, where several forums were organized under the auspices of
the United Nations in order to expand dialogue and the Civilizational
Alliance. The most important of which are: Istanbul Forum 2009, Rio
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de Janeiro Forum 2010, Doha Forum 2011, Vienna Forum 2013,
Bali Forum 2014, Baku Forum 2016 and New York Forum 2018
(where our participation in these forums were based on our future
project) and this in order to promote the concept of the Alliance of
Civilizations and achieve the idea of Dialogue Civilizations, cultures,
rapprochement and human harmony in the world.

5. The project idea of “One Civilization for One World”* (i.e. the project
of future hope that we have been advocating since 2010)(7).

In addition to cultural communication, cooperation and integration
between different nations, this era was distinguished from its
predecessor by the great technological revolution and the massive
information communication, where all of this calls for unilateral politics,
mono-philosophy, mono-ideology and also mono-economics. The
aim is to seek a single civilization for one world, although it has not
been accompanied by a contemporary moral, religious and spiritual
revolution, as well as to move away from the fundamental references
and ancient origins of the cultural identity of the nation(®.

But what is the historical and philosophical aspect of the conflict
and dialogue among civilizations?

It was raised by the American political thinker Samuel Huntington
in his article “The Clash of Civilizations”, where he considered
Confucianism a threat to Western civilization. The new conflict will be,
in his opinion, between Islamic civilization and Confucianism on the
one hand and Western Civilization on the other, and Confucianism is
less dangerous than Islamism.

As a result, the U.S. administration accused Muslims of carrying
out the September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center in
New York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.-an assault seen as

7. Abdelmadjid Amrani, A Call to One Civilization for One World (Amman: Cultural Paths for Publishing and
Distribution, 2016).

8. Abdelmadjid Amrani, «The Philosophy of Globalization and the Educational System in Algeria». Arabic
Language Magazine. 2001, No. 4, pp. 186-201.
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a direct strike on American civilization, which represents a major part
of Western civilization. These two sites, viewed as symbols of modern
civilization, were targeted for the first time in U.S. history.

The 9/11 attacks prompted a shift in American thinking, leading
to a call for a reexamination of the philosophy of globalization and
the new civilization it imposed on human societies. This civilization,
essentially an intellectual construct, also led to demands for the
globalization of history - an idea discussed by Western historians
such as Paul Kennedy, who remarked that the 21st century began
on September 11, 2001. Former U.S. President George W. Bush
described the attacks as the first war of the 21st century. In our view,
this marked the end of one philosophical era and the beginning of a
new historical chapter - one that acknowledges the presence of the
‘Other’ within the framework of the information society civilization.

Inthe opinion of some, itis the beginning of the war of civilizations,
although this year was the year of dialogue of civilizations, which
was adopted by the United Nations and to which several countries
responded, but what happened was not so, as it made the West
launch the war of civilizations instead of overcoming it. This clash
or conflict, regardless of its masterminds, will create a kind of
balance in the forces of civilization and will begin a real and
systematic dialogue because recognition of the other has become
a must. So | think this can support what the dialogue should be.”
Our opinion is right and potentially wrong... Your opinion is wrong
and potentially right(9),

As for the idea of dialogue among civilizations, it can be summarized
as follows: it can carry two dimensions, a positive dimension and a
negative dimension, the positive dimension is the intellectual interaction
between multiple civilizations. While the negative dimension is the
domination of a strong civilization over a less powerful civilization(10),

9. The slogan of the Algerian daily newspaper Al-Shorouk.

10. Ahmed Muhammad al-Assal, Dialogue of Civilizations, ( Cairo:Wahba Lib,1952) p. 12.
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The historical stages that different civilizations went through,
sometimes wars and conflicts atother times, prompted many scientists
and politicians to think deeply about the fate of different peoples and
civilizations that humanity has achieved with its multiple and diverse
cultures, including Bertrand Russell, the English philosopher, who
wrote: “We are, in general, in the middle of a race between human skill
in terms of means and human madness in terms of ends. The human
race survived in the past as a result of ignorance and helplessness.
Now that knowledge and ability have been obtained, coupled with
madness, there is no guarantee of survival”(11).

In his speech to the United Nations General Assembly on 20
September 1963, two months before his assassination, US President
John F. Kennedy spoke of the current world situation and said: “We
have the power to make this human generation the best in the history
of the world, or vice versa, the last of them”(12),

On this basis, we can say that President Kennedy was right when
he spoke about this “human generation” and the latest progress,
prosperity and sophistication of world civilization, and this pushes the
world to achieve the “international peace project” in order to become
the best of generations and then the idea of one civilization that we
advocate in our philosophy can be realized.

By saying “the last of these generations”, he means the negative
phenomenon of humanity, where modern technology, lethal weapons,
atomic bombs, intercontinental missiles, the daily race towards
armaments, the ability to store these destructive tools and the skill
of mastering them have been associated with the recent invention of
artificial intelligence. All these tools, means and enormous capabilities
possessed by some major powers are harnessed to killing, destruction
and mass destruction and have the ability to remove cultural landmarks
and annihilate most of the world’s population in a few minutes.

11. Bertrand Russell, The Impact of Science on Society,(London 1952) p 120 -121.

12. Constantine Zureik, In The Battle of Civilization,(Beirut :Dar Alllim,Malayin,1994) p. 377.
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On this basis, we believe that the French philosopher Roger
Garaudy argued in his valuable book “Dialogue of Civilizations” where
he proposed the idea of openness and recognition of other civilizations.
In accordance with this idea, he believes that Western Civilization is
enough of pride, greatness, arrogance, spreading its culture and not
claiming perfection for itself by abolishing other civilizations. Indeed,
Garaudy tried to make a harsh criticism of the behavior of the West
and its historical policy towards non-Western civilizations. He believes
that the West must reconsider and care about itself and its relationship
with the other, and recognizing it is in itself civilized, and with this
call Western Civilization benefits and learns from the values of other
civilizations in order to regain its position and balance the power of
matter and the authority of science. “It is essential to learn from other
civilizations the true meaning of the relationship of human participation,
which finds itself all active in carrying out the burden of a responsible
society. Non-Western civilizations have learned, first of all, that the
individual is not the centre of everything, and that their greatest merit
is because they make us discover the other and each other without a
clear idea of competition and domination”(19),

It was not Garaudy, then, who coined the idea of a dialogue of
civilizations and harshly criticized Western civilization only, but
there were Toynbee and Schewingler as well as Albert Schweitzer,
who regarded civilization as the spiritual and material progress of
individuals alike.

The three philosophers, with their various philosophical theses and
approaches, contributed to the establishment of the foundation for the
development of civilizations concept and the recognition of the diverse
cultures in the history of humanity.

In fact, the new perspective of the approach of dialogue among
civilizations requires freedom, and freedom requires choice, as
described by Jean-Paul Sartre, the French philosopher at the end of

13. Roger Garaudy, Dialogue of Civilizations, translated by Adel Al-Awa, (Beirut Oueidat Publications, 1979),
pp. 190-191.
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the forties of the last century, when he said: Our concrete goal, which
is very contemporary and realistic, is to liberate man. This has three
aspects:

- First: Metaphysical freedom; making man fully conscious and free
and that he must fight against anything that contributes to the
limitation or negation of freedom.

- Second: Artistic freedom; It implies expanding human free contacts
with other individuals through art, as a tool to establish contacts
with one area of freedom.

- Third: Social and political freedom ; the liberation of the vulnerable
and other individuals('¥. In light of the democratic transition, the
following question can be asked: Is it possible to predict the end of
the conflict and the beginning of the new history of the philosophy
of coexistence of civilizations and cultures ?

2. The Basic Ground that Leads to the Call
for One Civilization for One World:

At the end of this century, Mikhail Gorbachev, the last Soviet
President, tried to introduce radical reforms to the socialism findings,
raising the slogan of reconstruction called “perestroika” as a new
ideology for change, development and future construction of peoples
who adopted socialism as a political and ideological system. However,
this attempt failed, which led it in one way or another to recognize
“liberal free democracy” and the superiority of the capitalist system
and Western civilization in the world. This made us think seriously
about a new approach that it might contribute to the extension of
cultural bridges and the preparation of the basic ground for the new
history of the philosophy of coexistence of civilizations. But first of
all, what do we mean by the end of philosophy and the beginning
of new history? What is the future prediction for the dialogue and
coexistence of civilizations?

14. Jean-Paul Sartre, in Berlin discussion around flies. orchard )Beden(. paris 1. N5) 1948 ( : PP 109-123.
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Indeed, everything in this world has become globalized and
constantly calls for renewal and radical change due to many new
factors imposed on humanity, and this is what prompted unipolarity
to call for the expansion of its new policy and philosophy, relying on
its material capabilities, advanced civilization, creative culture and
creative technologies. These factors have contributed significantly to
the establishment of the dialogue of civilizations and cultures and the
promotion of their concepts in this world.

Although, there are strong criticisms of the negatives of globalization,
the positives achieved by the era of globalization has prompted it to
continue in order to establish a new philosophy of genuine dialogue
between North and South, which will inevitably lead to the dialogue of
civilizations and cultures in the future. Then, heading to one civilization
for one world. This was the view of the G8 summit took place in
Genoa, ltaly, from July 20-22, 2001in their final communiqué: “We
have determined that globalization belongs to all peoples especially
the poorest world, and the aim is to seek cooperation and solidarity
supported or strengthened”(15),

In spite of that, the era of globalization is imposed on human
societies, its advantages prompt us to predict the future globalization of
religious ethics and the beginning of the new history of the philosophy
of coexistence of civilizations and cultures in the light of globalization.
The new universality based on objective approaches based on equality
and understanding among peoples. But the questions posed by this
research are summarized in four political points:

1. Is it the Western Civilization that imposed the idea of globalization?

2. Who will lead the idea of dialogue of civilizations and cultures in the
future in the world? What alternative positive approach should there
be under the philosophy of peaceful coexistence?

3. What is the new perspective for the future of the Arab and Islamic
world in light of the transition to a knowledge society?

15. BBC WORLD, teletexte 22 july , 2001 14.00.
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4. Whatis our real reality if we accept this truth? And what will their real
truth be if they embrace our historical and civilized truth? Is their
globalized culture really compatible with other cultures?

Therefore, the doors are open to contribute with scientific proposals
and methodological hypotheses in order to advocate the universality
of national languages and cultural diversity in a single civilization.

Accordingly, we conclude from the foregoing that the basic
elements of the future of civilizations between conflict and dialogue
are summarized as follows:

1. The concept of conflict as we have known and identified when
some thinkers and philosophers arise as a result of differences and
material disputes and special interests. These factors sometimes
lead to chaos, wars, devastation and destruction, and various
clashes result in human contact and the construction of cultures
and the transition of civilizations from one field to another with a new
perspective.

2. Although the concept of dialogue has become common to the public
and private, but we have identified it according to our scientific
knowledge and our intellectual perception of some thinkers. We
supported the idea of dialogue of civilizations and cultures with
some Quranic verses, including the Almighty saying:

“O people, we created you from a male and a female and made
you into peoples and tribes to know each other, if | honor you with
God, | fear you, God knows an expert” (Surat Al-Hujurat, verse:
13). Dialogue as a basic approach requires objective unilateralism
for acquaintance among civilizations, because the objectivity of
dialogue contributes to the building of multiple cultures and the
development and prosperity of different civilizations in order to call
for the project of the new global civilization, which is one civilization
for one world.

3. Although the material achievements that different civilizations have
contributed to building through the historical stages they have
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gone through; their definition is closely related to the concept of
culture. Civilization in our conception is ancient and modern, and
modern is renewed as a result of the epistemological, artistic and
informational factors and possibilities that can become obsolete as
a result of postmodernism and post-ideology.

4. Although globalization is imposed on human societies, its
advantages prompt us to predict the end of conflict and the
beginning of the new history of the philosophy of coexistence of
civilizations in order to build a new human civilization.

5. The globalization of the future culture of dialogue and philosophy
of civilizations and peaceful coexistence among different nations in
our perception instigate us to search for the end of ideologies.

6. The trend towards the new perspective of enjoining good and
forbidding evil and arguing with them in the best way, and there is
no compulsion in religion and the like contained in the noble verses.
It is important that we recognize the other and treat him better for
the coexistence of civilizations, cultures and religions, this for the
sake of rapprochement and human harmony.

The questions arise here are: Why call for the appeal to one
civilization for one world? What are the main factors that motivated
us to research this project? To what extent does this appeal
contribute to the realization of the idea of rapprochement and
human harmony in this world in the field of dialogue of civilizations
and cultures on the one hand and the call for one civilization for
one world on the other?

This brings us back to the Western central references, which the
French poet “Paul Valéry” said that Europe is born of three basic
traditions:

1. In the moral field: Christianity and in particular Catholicism.

2. In the field of political rights and the state: a continuous influence
of Roman law.
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3. With regard to thought and arts: the Greek tradition(16),

This aims to achieve the strategies of Western Civilization,
including double discourse, political and cultural containment,
information dissemination, luring the other by various means of
temptation and accepting them in different ways. While distorting
the other by introducing many brands and descriptions, such
as fundamentalism, extremism, terrorism, etc. On this basis,
we believe that Huntington’s clash of civilizations, despite his
philosophical lack, came as a historical imperative of civilizational
developments in the contemporary world, and the emergence
of Islam as a global civilizational power with great potential and
civilizational competitiveness alongside other Eastern Civilizations.
Here the question arises: What are the basic steps that can
be followed to achieve one civilization for one world under the
Western Civilization, which is called the new civilization and that
has power, money and science?

3. Towards a New Perspective of One
Civilization for One World:

The “Future Hope Project” started from the three distinct historical
stages of contemporary civilizations:

1. The clash of civilizations / the American model.
2. Dialogue of Civilizations / the Iranian model.
3. Alliance of Civilizations / Spanish, then Turkish and Qatari model.

These three manifestations were cultural and civilizational projects
proposed by some peoples to the United Nations at the end of the
last century. However, the UN adopted the last two sections and
activated the manifestations for the humanity and aimed at achieving
rapprochement and human harmony for the peaceful and security

16. Muhammad Al-Saeed Idris, Dialogue of Civilizations in the Light of Current Global and Regional
International Relations and the Future of Dialogue, within: Lectures on Dialogue of Civilizations, (Cultural
Chancellery of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Damascus: 2000), pp. 222-223.
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coexistence among civilizations and cultures. Moreover, entering
the new renaissance imposed by the culture of globalization and
the great information revolution on the one hand and the democratic
revolution characterized by the ideology of the age on the other hand.

In fact, these three manifestations of new civilizations are the result
of the special interest and full care of the United Nations in adopting
its projects and addressing them in cultural and civilizational aspects
for humanity. This is mainly due to the history of civilization and the
philosophy of civilizations, which proceeded from clash to dialogue
and from dialogue to alliance, which made us predict the realization
of the “project of future hope” of one civilization for one world. But the
guestions that arise here are: Is it the new civilization that imposed on
us the ideas of dialogue of civilizations and the alliance of civilizations?
If yes, can they become ideologies of the age in the future? If not,
will the ideas of dialogue and alliance remain only universal? What
will our historical and future reality be like if we accept this truth? And
what will their future reality be if they integrated to our historical and
civilizational truth? These questions and problems remain open.

Here are some of the priority conditions for engaging in the dialogue
of civilizations, which are certainly subject to change in the process of
interaction and communication, in order to move to the second phase
(the Alliance of Civilizations). These basic controls called for by the
researcher Dr. “Milad Hanna”, are:

1. Effective acceptance of cultural diversity as one of the fixed features
of human society and a high source of human progress, prosperity
and advancement.

2. Rejecting attempts at cultural and civilizational domination and
confronting bloody doctrines and practices that cause conflict and
clash between civilizations.

3. Seeking common ground among and within different civilizations so
that common challenges can be faced('7).

17. Dr. Milad Hanna, Concepts of Islamic Civilization: Arabic will conquer the clash of civilizations. (Cairo:
Al-Ahram 8/05/2001)
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Indeed, if these initial conditions and controls are met in order
to enter into the dialogue of civilizations, the path will be easier
and paved for the transition to the alliance of civilizations. That is
the natural result of dialogue among civilizations and cultures and
the fruit of the good efforts made for which the wise men of this
world have worked for decades to achieve rapprochement between
diverse civilizational and cultural groups to the stage of the alliance
of civilizations. Saying the following:

1. The Alliance of Civilizations may have been the appropriate and
implementable formula, an idea that is now being put forward in
many forums and at various levels. It emerged from the womb of
dialogue among civilizations and cultures, which interacted with
variables, and its concepts evolved until they crystallized in a form
of human understanding that is today accepted by most parties.

2. From a practical point of view, the Alliance of Civilizations is one of
the most powerful means available to reform the affairs of the world
and to contribute to saving the human family from the problems that
accumulate and crises that are exacerbating.

3. The Alliance of Civilizations has noble goals for which those who
work sincerely for the common good of human beings deserve to
sacrifice, including the establishment of security and peace, the
fight against poverty, deadly diseases, organized crime, terrorism
in all its forms, the exploitation of human beings and the deprivation
of their rights(18),

On this basis, the idea of the Alliance of Civilizations emerged
from the womb of dialogue among civilizations and cultures and
interacted with current changes and developments with a new
perspective towards understanding and peaceful coexistence
among different nations and peoples and moving away from crises,
conflicts and shocks that threaten human civilizations. This is why

18. Abdul Aziz Othman Al-Tuwaijri, On the Road to the Alliance of Civilizations, (Cairo: Dar Al-Shorouk,
2008), pp. 14-15.
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we find a response to the initiative announced by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations: “By launching the call for the Alliance
of Civilizations, there is a broad consensus among nations, cultures
and religions on the idea that all societies are interdependent with
each other in relation to their development and security. This alliance
seeks to achieve collective political will and mobilize harmonious
action at the institutional and civil society levels to overcome the
intolerance, misconceptions and polarization that work against
such a group.Additionally, hopes to contribute to a global coalition
movement that rejects any society and reflects the will of the vast
majority of peoples”(19),

My scientific interest in this subject began when the United
Nations organized the first Forum for the Alliance of Civilizations in
Madrid in 2008, although | did not participate in the activities of this
forum. Nevertheless, | participated in the international conference
in “Turkey is a crossroads of cultures” that was sponsored by the
United Nations and supervised by the Department of the Alliance
of Civilizations at the University of Kenesa and Atlanta, Georgia on
January 29-31, 2009.

(“Alliance of Civilizations”:Turkey at the Crossroads of Culture.
January 29-31, 2009.Kennesaw State University, Atlanta , USA).

My presentation was entitled: “The Philosophy of Turkish Muslim
Immigrants in the West: From Dialogue to the Alliance of Civilizations”.
Through this cultural event, | became a member of the scientific
councils and cultural activities of this forum later, where | was invited
to participate in the activities of the second forum of the Alliance of
Civilizations in Istanbul on April 6-7, 2009.

19. Quoted from the United Nations website of the web.www.unaoc.org High-Level Group for the Alliance of
Civilizations and documented in the book Abdul Aziz Othman Al-Tuwaiji — On the Road to the Alliance of
Civilizations, ibid., p. 31.

(This book is a special gift from the author personally at the Third Forum for the Alliance of Civilizations in
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 27-29 May 2010 web.www.rioforum.unaoc.org

Dr. Abdulaziz Othman Al-Tuwaijri, Director-General of the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, ISESCO).
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In this forum, | was directed to the “Market of Ideas” workshop, where
the idea of one civilization was put forward by one of the interveners,
where | intervened strongly to convince the organizers to organize the
activities of the third forum in Algeria, but unfortunately it turned to Brazil.
Indeed, this third Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations was organized
in Rio de Janeiro on May 27-29, 2010 and participated in the project
of future hope entitled “An Appeal to One Civilization for One World”.
During the discussion we received several objective, and systematic
observations and criticisms by some religious associations in particular,
although there were those interested in this new philosophical topic,
which encouraged us to continue research in this field.

It should be noted here that this Forum is organized annually under
the auspices of the United Nations, where the fourth forum was held
in Doha, 2011. | participated, as | again launched the “Future Hope
Project”, which we believe that the of vocabulary and terminology has
changed in the new civilization with the blessing of the technological
development of the information revolution on the one hand and social,
cultural and political communication that led to societal rapprochement
and human harmony in this world on the other hand.

In this forum, | did not intervene as a participant ; | made some
observations regarding globalization and the dialogue of civilizations,
which led the Qatari press to publish it in the “Arabi newspaper”(20),

Hence, the call for dialogue among civilizations in today’s
world has been positive for all and an effective approach to human
behaviour, as it is based on “wisdom, which is the essence of a
contemplative mind and a suffering heart”. This led to the promotion
of the concept of dialogue of civilizations to form one of the basic
elements in the concepts of international relations. This ground
is what paved the way for the Alliance of Civilizations, basing the
study of strategies of the future call that seeks a single civilization in
our “Realistic philosophy” in its universal sense, the most important
of which are:

20. Al-Arab Qatari Daily. Issue 8584. 13 December 2011. p. 11.
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1. The future outlook of Man within civilizational groups.
2. One-dimensional Man in one civilization.

3. The cultural and philosophical dimensions of freedom of thought for
human societies in one civilization.

4. The role of religions in building the new human being in one
civilization.

5. Prospects for the future of informatics and the civilization of
globalization after ideologies.

6. The new Man with a new perspective in one civilization needs a
comprehensive cultural revolution to enter the new information
civilization.

7. The civilized realism of the new Man with the problematic belonging
to the new world, or belonging to the motherland in the “hope
project” of one civilization.

In fact, the process of transition from the dialogue of civilizations
and cultures to one civilization began gradually, but its approach
and acceptance by some was slow due to successive wars
and political and economic crises .This is mainly due to social
transformations as inevitable in the era of globalization and its
psychological repercussions on young people in global societies
on the one hand, and the cultural identity and educational system
of different societies and nations in light of modern information
and communication technology (social networking sites) on the
other hand. These motivations can be achieved in the “Future
Hope Project”. That is, futurism, as it is known to the Moroccan
philosopher Mahdi al-Mandjara: “Futurism is an attempt at a distant
vision, a kind of fantasy that refers to wishful thinking, and how to
apply them in the future, and the more distant that vision is, the
more it requires a timetable...”(21).

21. Almanjara Mahdi, World Education Magazine .N 17, 2007.p7
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Asafuture project, itcarries several problems and open philosophical
questions that are in line with reality, aspirations and infinite history.
This proposal emphasizes the importance of identity, heritage and
culture towards a new direction in light of the transition to the world of
technological progress and the era of globalization, and this prompts
us to ask the following questions: Is technological progress in the
service of humanity”? What should the information society be like in
light of the endless information revolution? Will the philosophy of Man
end with the transition to a knowledge society”? What questions should
there be about the challenges of technology and the new Orientalism?
Why do we believe in the future project of new history in the light of the
information society? What scientific method should be used here to
study the phenomenon of history that has not yet ended?

To answer these questions, we must first begin with the last question
andrefertothe “End of History and the Last man “ by Francis Fukuyama,
who became a Hollywood world star at the end of the twentieth
century, where he dubbed the “elite philosopher of world capitalism”
as he announced in this project the end of the great ideological battles
between East and West with the victory of Western liberal democracy.
This is despite the fact that conflicts, crises, ideological conflicts and
genocide still manifested in Gaza war and continue by the year of
2025. These basic models completely contradict the theory of the
Hollywood star Fukuyama, which in our opinion means that history is
not over yet!? However, some believe that Fukuyama is talking about
philosophical ideas and not about real events, which made the idea
of neoliberalism impose its complete dominance and his dialectic
continues for a long time in the face of major global challenges from
supporters of the left. This led the French philosopher Alain Badiou
to ask several questions in the introduction to his book “La Rebirth of
History” (La Reveil de Lhistoire 2011), which says: “What’s going on?
Has history resumed its march at all costs to be paid by this crisis-
ridden world? Are we at the dawn of a new and different world?”

Despite the wide spread of information culture in our contemporary
world in a rapid manner, the information revolution, which is developing
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at a tremendous speed, has been able to radically change the various
areas of life since its emergence in huge quantities in the current era
that man is unable to follow in all fields.

According to the foregoing, we conclude that the basic force of
the information revolution has been able to change human society
from an industrial society to an information society in a very short time.
This is due to the impact of technology on human society and the
ability of Man to use it and the desire to know the novelty of its rapid
development. This is due to the concept of technology, which carries
several basic meanings, including the investment of knowledge and
the outcome of using it.

These creative and innovative factors and the many means have
contributed in one way or another to the promotion of the dialogue of
civilizations and cultures and their positive role in promoting peace
and peaceful coexistence in today’s world.

Conclusion:

At the end of this study, we conclude from the above that the
idea of dialogue of civilizations has become a unified ideology that
calls for civilizational acquaintance based on an objective scientific
approach based on understanding and coexistence between
different human civilizations. The idea of dialogue of civilizations
arose as a result of forms of conflict, clash of civilizations and
conflicting cultures on the one hand, and chaos, wars, destruction
and devastation on the other hand.

A. What is the fate of the idea of dialogue of civilizations in one
civilization in our philosophy today?

B. Will dialogue become a civilized approach in the future civilization
in light of the transition to a knowledge society?

C. How do we envision the culture of future generations after dialogue
in the information society?
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The idea of dialogue of civilizations is among the basic concepts
that ended in the twentieth century and is still the subject of
discussion and interest by the intellectual elite in particular, which
made the United Nations adopt 2001 as the year of “Dialogue of
Civilizations”. This was at the beginning of the third millennium and
the Alliance of Civilizations in 2005. Which made us look forward to
the one future civilization in our realistic philosophy in light of the
era of globalization and the information society! But the questions
remain open!

A. Who will lead the idea of one civilization in light of the transformation
to a knowledge society in the future?

B. Will the philosophy of dialogue of civilizations and cultures end with
the end of the first and second generation of the twenty-first century
and the struggle over the information revolution in the global society
begins with the discovery of artificial intelligence?

C. What is the reality of the future information society under one
civilization?

The future coexistence of civilizations in the light of the new history
is based on faith and recognition of the philosophy of religions.
These visions and predictions for the future are a new enlightenment
project, as they are the subject of discussion and debate. The doors
are open for scientific proposals and methodological hypotheses for
new ideologies to promote the new concept of dialogue in our realistic
philosophy in light of the transition to a knowledge society in order to
promote and consolidate peace and peaceful coexistence.
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The Role of Translation in Intercultural Dialogue

Ala'a Ahmed Al-Ani
1st Translation Expert, The Diplomatic Institute, MOFA, Qatar

Abstract:

In an increasingly interconnected world where people are in
constant dialogue, translation has an important role to play in the
integration of cultures. In this article, translation is understood as more
than the mere conversion of words from one language to another; it
is the link between two or more ways of thinking, living and seeing
the world. It assumes that translation conveys not only messages, but
also values, feelings and cultural context, thus enabling a genuine
dialogue between two or more cultures.

The article examines the impact of Sheikh Hamad Award for
Translation and International Understanding on the intercultural
dialogue and how this award highlighted the role of both translation
and translators in realizing the goals of this dialogue.

It also looks at the challenges of translation when it comes to taking
into account both interpretations and cultural nuances while taking
responsibility for how cultures see each other. Using examples and
critical reflection, the article shows how translation can broaden
perspectives, reduce conflict and bring people closer together.
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Introduction:

Forcenturies, translationhasbeenknown asalink betweenlanguages,
promoting understanding, the exchange of ideas and peacemaking
between cultures and civilisations. In today-s climate of globalisation,
translation can only grow in importance as it connects people and forms
of knowledge. Translation serves as a means of moving from one form
of communication to another. It also enables cultural, intellectual and
spiritual exchange, helping to build mutual respect and co-operation.

Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation and International Understanding
underlines this commitment to translation in the service of dialogue
between civilisations and to recognising, rewarding and celebrating the
efforts made to promote the foundations of peace and understanding.
Translation issues and initiatives such as Sheikh Hamad Award show
that people are working for peace and mutual understanding. This article
takes a historical look at translation, the importance of translation today
and the role that Sheikh Hamad Award plays in promoting intercultural
dialogue and harmony around the world.

The method of collecting data is based on secondary sources,
including textual books and peer-reviewed journal articles,
conventions, symposia, and conference procedures. The research
method adopted is qualitative. The literature collected here (under the
theme of this article will be analyzed, some parts will be examined
whether it proved true in reality or not, so that its concepts, opinions
and experiences can be better understood, and sound more reliable.

First: History and Development of Machine Translation

Translation is almost as old as humanity itself and has its origins
in the dawn of civilisation. As societies began to trade, establish
diplomatic relations and travel through different regions of the
world, a bridge between languages that were not shared became
necessary. Written language revolutionised these interactions, for
better or worse, and translation became an inevitable part of cultural
exchange. This barrier to global communication seems impossible
when you consider that translation has been the basis for the study
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and practice of religion, philosophy and science in all peoples of the
world throughout history.

Mesopotamia produced one of the first known translations, the
Epic of Gilgamesh (2100 BC), which exemplifies our relentless desire
to share stories. The 3rd century BC marks religious ground zero
with the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible (Septuagint*) and the
fourth century Latin Vulgate of St Jerome, which sealed the place of
translations in the dissemination of sacred texts on several fronts. The
Rosetta Stone (196 BC), which epitomises translation as a means of
protecting knowledge, containedinscriptionsin Egyptian hieroglyphics,
demotic and Greek script. We have here the example of Egypt, whose
ancient writings we only knew existed because a private library was
discovered in 1799; [so], translation is not only about communication,
but also about preservation (Blakeley).

By the time of the Islamic Golden Age (8th—-13th centuries),
translation had become a means of transcultural intellectual fusion.
The Abbasid capital of Baghdad acted as an important centre for the
translation of Greek, Persian and Indian works into Arabic. Scholars
such as Al-Razi and Alhazen not only copied texts but also enriched
them with commentaries to create a “knowledge value chain” that
would ultimately contribute to the European Renaissance.

The movement began in the early 8th century under Caliph Al-
Mansur and flourished under Caliph Al-Ma>mun, who established the
House of Wisdom in Baghdad. Scholars translated works of notable
philosophers like Aristotle, Galen, and Plato, thus laying the foundation
for future scientific and philosophical developments in both the Islamic
world and Europe.

This era was documented by Willinsky (2017) as the “city of
libraries” in Baghdad, in which cross-civilisation translations promoted
intercultural exchange and dialogue.

Gutenberg>s 15th century printing press democratized the text
and enabled translations into vernacular languages, including William
Tyndale>s in the 16th century. Global trade and diplomacy in the 19th
century required a professionalized version of translation based on these
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innovations. These Cold War eventsledto machine translation (1950s/60s),
a first-generation technology used today in public tools like Google
Translate (2006), to the newer post-2016 neural Al systems (particularly
neural networks, are a core component of many artificial intelligence
systems. These systems are inspired by the structure and function of the
human brain, using interconnected layers of nodes (neurons) to process
data and learn patterns. Quoted by the researcher), that continue to pay
attention to accuracy and cultural nuance like their ancestors.

The translation itself had a game-changing effect, as we see in
the Tower of the European Renaissance. Characters such as Gerard
of Cremona thus read texts on the subject away from Greco-Roman
unsupported assertions and findings. Latin translations of Avicennass
medical treatises and Alhazen-s optics encouraged the blending of
Greco-Roman philosophy with Islamic science, paving the way for this
new knowledge to directly spur the scientific revolution. The acts of
translation were not neutral, but reflected on ideas that travelled across
space and cultures, as Aysha Pollnitz (2015) notes, and corrected
notions of linguistic equivalence and cultural diversity.

From ancient clay tablets to Al-driven neural networks, translation
has constantly changed to meet the needs of humanity. It has
preserved sacred texts, connected different intellectual traditions and
made knowledge accessible to many. This shows that translation is
not just a technical skill, but a crucial force in shaping civilisations. As
technology evolves, translation is a testament to the enduring human
desire for connection and understanding across time and space.

Second: Translation in a Globalized World

In today’s interconnected world, translation has taken on new
dimensions. While its historical role centered on the exchange of
knowledge, its modern use encompasses global communication,
diplomacy, cultural preservation and much more.

In aglobalized world, translation is more than just the transfer of words;
it is a dialogical, intercultural act. It enables humanity to listen, learn
and live together despite language barriers. For effective intercultural
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dialogue, translation must be contextual, ethical and inclusive of different
perspectives. With accelerating globalisation and increasing digital
connectivity, the demand for multilingual communication will continue
to grow. Companies, governments and organisations will increasingly
rely on translation services to engage with different audiences, navigate
international markets and bridge cultural differences.

“The importance of translation services in a globalised world cannot
be overstated. From facilitating international business transactions
to preserving cultural heritage, translation serves as a bridge that
connects people, ideas and cultures across linguistic boundaries.
While translation presents challenges and complexities, it also offers
immense opportunities to promote intercultural understanding, foster
innovation and build a more interconnected world.” (The Importance
of Translation Services in a Globalized World, 2024). Translation plays
a crucial role in promoting intercultural dialogue in today’s globalized
world, as it serves as a bridge between languages, cultures and
perspectives. Here is an overview of its importance:

1. Facilitating cross-cultural communication:

Translation enables people from different language backgrounds to
exchange ideas and experiences and understand each other’s points
of view. This is crucial in diplomacy, international business, education
and migration, where mutual understanding is vital.

“Everything that can be thought can also be said, and everything
that can be said can also be understood, and everything that can be
thought and said in one culture or language can also be said and
understood in another. Translation as a form of mediation is not only
a means of interlingual, but also of intercultural communication. As a
means of communication between people of different ethnic groups,
translation is a means of interlingual and intercultural communication.
The cultural factor in translation is obvious and undeniable. In the
translation process, not only two languages interact, but also two
cultures that have both common features and national characteristics.
Uncovering these particularities is crucial to the study of intercultural
communication and translation.” (H. M. Kuzenko, 2017)
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2. Promoting mutual understanding and respect:

Accurate and culturally  sensitive  translation  prevents
misunderstandings and the spread of stereotypes. It therefore
promotes an understanding of empathy and mutual respect. It takes
into account cultural nuances, idioms and the context of what is said
or written, making the dialogue more sincere and less prone to conflict.

“Translation is undoubtedly one of the oldest social and cultural
activities in human history. As a bridge that connects cultures,
peoples and societies, translation is undoubtedly a means of mutual
understanding between different civilisations, and it also facilitates the
resolution of humanity-s problems through peace and communication.
This statement was derived from researching the history, meaning and
task of translation.” (ZOU Yanqun, 2022)

3. Preserving and sharing cultural heritage:

“Cultural heritage is essentially the resources that comprise the
tangible and intangible parts of a society or group that are passed down
from generation to generation. These cultural domains cover a broad
spectrum such as ancient stories and traditional medicine, local rituals
and even oral traditions. They harbour invaluable treasures. On the other
hand, the extinction of languages leads to the loss of these cultural stories
and traditions. This is where the role of professional translation lies, acting
as a protector of memory, identity and diversity” (The Role of Translation in
Preserving Cultural Heritage and Indigenous Languages, 2020)

translation enables the literature, philosophy, religion and history of
other cultures to be read and understood and thus appreciated, and
it facilitates a cultural exchange in which the global audience receives
new information about other worldviews and values.

4. Multicultural societies:

In multicultural countries or areas, translation for social inclusion
enables the active participation of immigrants and minorities in public
service, education and civic life. It also creates a sense of belonging
and integration into a whole, which is a prerequisite for a prosperous
community. “Translation is an agreement between linguistic communities
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that leads to the creation of new communities in places where different
cultures meet. Translation as a transfer function between different
cultures has a social role for the translator in this process. The translator
who carries out the translation must be a multicultural person and well
versed in both cultures.” (Coskun DOGAN, 2017)

5. Navigating the digital and media landscape:

Translation is the key to enabling people living in different parts
of the world to access, understand and actively participate in the
digital and media world without language or cultural barriers. As
digital technologies and media become more globalised, translation
is becoming increasingly important. In fact, the role of translation has
expanded beyond the old text. Today, it influences the way we decide
on and interact with information, culture and communication on the web.

“If contemporary globalisation is known above all for the explosive
growth of translation, it is definitely true that this is mainly due to the
immense expansion of translation in the media, which has become one
of the most important types of translation today.” (Esperanca Bielsa,
2021) In the era of global media, social networks and streaming of
content, translation (and subtitling/dubbing) is what allows people
to access and understand this content, regardless of the language.

This opens the door to people from different corners of the world and
creates new opportunities for cross-cultural collaboration and creativity.

6. Challenging power imbalances:

Translation can either strengthen or weaken the dominant socio-
political groups. Translators are the ethical actors of the processin
the images of the cultures they represent. If the process is carried
out responsibly, the visibility of the less dominant and therefore
more vulnerable professions is ensured and marginalisation is
avoided.

(Felix Purat, 2023). Imagine a grandmother in rural Japan telling her
grandchildren a folktale, a story that has been passed down through
generations. A student in Brazil, thousands of kilometres away, reads a
translated version of the same story, and something in them awakens:

ournal of Alliance of Civilizations
i Issue Six - January 2025




Studies & Researches

Curiosity, wonder, connection. This is the subtle but powerful magic of
translation.

Translation is so much more than the mere exchange of words
from one language to another. Translation is the art of transferring the
essence of one culture into the essence of another. At a time when
people are increasingly on the move - physically, electronically and
emotionally - translation is a bridge that allows us to know not only
what people are saying, but also what they intend, what they feel and
what they experience.

When a novel by a Nigerian is translated, when a poem by a
Palestinian finds its way into a New York classroom or when a Korean
film is subtitled and moves an international audience to tears- - it>s not
just about language transfer. It is empathy in action. It is the exchange
of human experiences that are filtered through languages, but concern
the same emotional truths.

“Translation goes beyond linguistic translation and influences
the production of subjectivity and group identity. This transformative
potential has also been taken up by other researchers such as Susan
Bassnett (2002), who view translation as a political and cultural act that
reflects but also builds power relations between and within societies.”
(Barig Can AYDIN, 2024).

Translators are not present in this dialogue, but their work is deeply
intimate. They not only convey information, but translate humour, pain,
joy and feelings, all within the confines of another linguistic world. They
are the ones who make sure that a person on the other side of the
world hears what they are saying.

In an age of globalisation, where cultures are constantly in contact
with each other - sometimes more, sometimes less - translation is
a process of slowing down, listening and learning. It allows us to
participate in the narratives of others and enables cultures not only to
co-exist, but to influence, enrich and inspire each other. This expansion
has made translation studies a key area in which to explore broader
issues such as globalisation, migration, identity and cultural hybridity”
(Esperanca Bielsa, Susan Bassnett, 2008).
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Translation as cultural exchange is not limited to books or screen
media. It takes place in refugee camps, in hospitals, in courtrooms
and in the everyday interactions between people struggling to get
a message across. This is deeply human. And in contentious times,
translation is not only a tool, but also an act of goodwill, a foundation
for peace.

The cultural turn in translation studies focuses on the function of
translation in the reflection and construction of cultural knowledge,
ideological and power relations. It expands the concept of translation
from a purely linguistic practise to a cultural and political one by
explaining how the process of translation is a mediator between
cultures and reveals the dynamics of cultural interaction.” (Baris Can
Aydin, 2024).

Third: Translation means respecting differences
and bridging similarities

It tells us that while our languages may be different, our humanity
is not. As such, this reality highlights the essential role of translation
in breaking the cultural barriers, and pave the way for intercultural
dialogue.

1. Translation as a means of global cultural exchange:

The globalisation of culture has accelerated the flow of ideas, art,
literature and traditions across borders. Translation provides access to
these cultural assets for people with different linguistic backgrounds.
Literary translation, for example, makes books by international authors
accessible to readers, who can learn about their stories and views and
develop empathy and insight.

“Translation is a means of communication that helps people from
different language groups to communicate, exchange ideas and
gain access to information. Moreover, it is also a very important
means of cultural exchange as it facilitates the exchange of
literature, art and ideas between language groups” (Mohammad
Imran Khan, Ph.D., 2025).
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2. International Relations and Diplomacy Translation:

Translation plays an important role in diplomacy. International
organizations such as the United Nations have multiple official
languages and rely heavily on translators and interpreters to conduct
negotiations and agreements between member states. Global
co-operation in areas such as climate change, human rights and
international security would not be possible without translation.

“Translation has been a cornerstone of international diplomacy
and international relations for centuries, as it can enable effective
communication and understanding across cultural and linguistic
boundaries. At a time when the nature of international problems
requires complicated and collaborative solutions, the function of
translation has become not only a linguistic tool, but also a strategic
instrument for promoting peace, co-operation and respect between
nations.” (Roya Shahmerdanova, 2025).

3. The impact of technology on the modern world:

Technology The technological development of artificial
intelligence has changed translation. Machine translation software
and Google Translate have made simple translations accessible to
billions of people. While these programmes are useful for everyday
purposes, they cannot replace human translators when translating
complicated and culturally sensitive texts. This emphasises the
need to develop translation skills as an art and a science. With the
advancement of artificial intelligence and large language models,
machine translation in the future will not only be limited to improving
linguistic fluency and accuracy, but also to cultural adaptation and
real-time translation. The use of artificial intelligence and LLMs will
lead to greater cultural sensitivity, so that technical documents can
be better adapted to the cultural expectations and reading habits
of target audiences.”

4. Protecting indigenous languages and promoting human heritage:

By uniting people, it has also jeopardized the existence of many
indigenous languages. Translation can help preserve these languages
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by documenting oral traditions and translating them into more common
languages so that they may be preserved for future generations.

Translating indigenous languages means saving not just words, but
entire worldviews, stories and practises. Indigenous poetry, literature
and oral histories become part of the global human heritage through
translation, enabling everyone in the world to utilise the richness
of human expression. It makes intercultural communication richer
because it emphasises common humanity beyond language.

For example, the translation of Native American myths, African proverbs
and Aboriginal legends into global languages has opened windows into
rich cultural landscapes. Such efforts not only preserve endangered
customs, but also create cross-cultural respect and understanding,
emphasising the interconnectedness of human societies.

“With language translation lives the hope for the survival of languages,
and the contribution of translation - though a small genre in the whole
scene of language environment - cannot be ignored, eventhough |
thinkthat without language translation it isvery difficult or even impossible
to regenerate a (threatened) language.” (Datta G. Sawant, 2013). The role
of translation services in today-s globalised world cannot be overstated.
To facilitate business relationships across the globe or to preserve cultural
heritage, translation is a link that brings people, concepts and cultures
together across linguistic boundaries. As much as translation brings
challenges and complexity, it also offers enormous potential for cross-
cultural exchange, innovation and a more connected world.

Fourth: Sheikh Hamad Prize for Translation and
International Understanding

In this context, Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation and International
Understanding stands as a beacon for the transformative power of
translation. Established in 2015, the award aims to honour individuals
and institutions that have made a significant contribution to the field of
translation and the promotion of intercultural dialogue.

“In today’s globalised world, languages and translation are of
paramount importance in promoting intercultural dialogue and
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preserving cultural heritage across generations. Translation between
different languages has enabled communication and the exchange of
ideas along the Silk Roads and has played a crucial role in preserving
people-s collective and individual identities.” (The role of translation in
intercultural dialogue across the Silk Roads., 2024).

1. Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation
and International Understanding:

In an effort to consolidate its soft power-based policies, the State
of Qatar has established a prize to support the role of translation and
translators. It also aims to promote global intercultural interaction,
enrich knowledge and culture between the peoples of the world and
better communicate Arab and Islamic values. Inspired by the role of the
State of Qatar in bridging gaps in understanding and communication
between human societies and cultures, Sheikh Hamad Award for
Translation and International Understanding was launched in Doha,
Qatar in 2015” (Introduction to Sheikh Hamad Award, 2015).

2. Objectives of Sheikh Hamad Award:

The Award has several objectives that aim to promote a culture of
peace, cultural convergence, international understanding, excellence
and innovation in translation practise and the enrichment of culture
and knowledge:

- Honouring translators and recognising their role at national and
international level to build bridges of communication between
nations and peoples.

- Promoting the interest of people, publishers, Arab and international
cultural institutions in translation and Arabisation, as well as
excellence and creativity in this field.

- Contributing to the development of the level of translation and
Arabisation based on quality, accuracy and cognitive and
intellectual value.

- Complementing the Arabic library with important works of world
cultures, literature, art and science, and the creativity of the Arab
and Islamic cultural heritage.
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- Honouring all those who have played a role, as individuals or
organisations, in spreading the culture of peace and broadening
international understanding. (Introduction to Sheikh Hamad Prize, 2015).

3. Categories and scope:

The prize recognizes translations into several languages, with
priority given to Arabic and its dialogue with other languages of
the world. It includes several categories such as literary, academic
and scientific translations. This broad spectrum illustrates the aim
of the prize to promote dialogue in all areas of human knowledge
and culture. 3. Impact on international discourse: By focussing on
translations excellence, Sheikh Hamad Award not only promotes
excellence in the field, but also brings to light the wider societal
importance of translation. Its focus on intercultural understanding
reflects the assumption that cultural exchange is a basis for peaceful
coexistence. Through its work, the award has put many translators
and researchers in the spotlight, allowing their work to be recognised
by more people and inspiring new generations of people to become
translators. “Introduction to Sheikh Hamad Award, 2015”.

Fifth: The Role of Translation in Promoting Peace.

The function of translation goes beyond communication; it is a
means of building trust and breaking down stereotypes. By providing
access to different points of view, translation fosters empathy and
reduces misunderstandings that usually lead to conflict.

Itis hard to deny that world peace and development are a universal
goal. For the flow of global development to rise evenly, it must reach
every corner of the globe. Translators, interpreters and terminologists
play a fundamental role in ensuring that peace and development can
reach each and every one of us” (Alison Rodriguez, 2022).

The role of translation in promoting and building peace can be
illustrated by the following examples:

1. Overcoming stereotypes through literature:

Translation is able to promote tolerance and empathy among people
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by familiarising readers with other worldviews and cultural norms. By
exposing the ideas and values of other cultures, translation has the
potential to refute stereotypes, dispel myths and create a sense of
common humanity. (Prof Mimi Yang, 2025).

When the literature of one culture is translated into another, readers
are initiated into the humanity of distant or foreign societies. For example,
the translation of Arabic literature into Western languages has provided
an insightinto the complexity of Middle Eastern societies, breaking down
monolithic representations and creating a nuanced understanding.

2. Bridging divides in times of war:

Translation is particularly important in conflict and post-conflict
areas. Translators and interpreters usually serve as mediators,
facilitating effective communication between the parties and
supporting humanitarian aid. Their work is essential to bridge the gaps
where there have been rifts.

“The stakes in conflict and wars are unimaginably high. Amidst the
maelstrom of chaos, doubt and shaky ground, clear communication
can make the difference between peace and further escalation.
Translation is an essential part of this, not only as a linguistic service,
but also as a tool to bridge cultural differences, save lives and enable
international co-operation.” (Krystal Tawil, 2024).

3. Promoting interreligious dialogue:

For centuries, texts have been translated to promote understanding
between religions. The translation of the Quran into languages other
than Arabic, for example, has facilitated dialogue between Muslims and
members of other religions. Similarly, the translation of philosophical and
theological texts enables the recognition of shared values and moral
principles. “Translation is a valuable tool for promoting interreligious and
intercultural tolerance around the world. It is obvious that religion and
religious texts sometimes seem to promote division and hatred. Translation
with the aim of promoting the culture of interfaith tolerance makes
the sacred text a fruitful object to implement the culture of tolerance.”
(KOUDDED, Mohamed; BELARBI, Ahmed Noureddine, 2025).
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Challenges and Opportunities in Translation:

Despite its immense potential, translation faces numerous
challenges in the modern world. These include:

- Linguistic and cultural nuances: capturing the subtleties of one
language and culture in anotheris a constant challenge for translators.

- Access to resources: Translators working with underrepresented
languages often lack the tools and support available to those
working with more widely spoken languages.

- Recognition and support: Translation is often undervalued and
translators rarely receive the recognition they deserve.

- However, initiatives such as Sheikh Hamad Award provide a platform
to address these challenges. By investing in translation, we open
the doors to countless opportunities for intercultural dialogue and
global collaboration.

Conclusion:

Translation has always been more than a linguistic exercise; it is
a profound act of cultural and intellectual exchange. From ancient
times to modern times, it has been a cornerstone of the dialogue of
civilisations, enabling humanity to exchange ideas, resolve conflicts
and celebrate diversity. In our increasingly interconnected world, the
importance of translation cannot be overstated. Whether through the
preservation of endangered languages, the facilitation of international
diplomacy or the promotion of literature and the arts, translation
continues to shape our common destiny.

Sheikh  Hamad Award for Translation and International
Understanding is an example of the transformative power of this
discipline. By recognising and supporting excellence in the field, it
reminds us that translation is not just a technical skill, but an important
force for promoting mutual respect, understanding and peace between
the world’s civilisations. As we move into the future, investment in
translation and its practitioners will remain an essential factor in
building a more harmonious and better-connected global community.
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